BUCKINGHAM
regard to the first, the Lords strongly doubted the propriety of His Majesty's giving evidence in the trial of a subject, whilst they had precedents to prove that Bristol was quite legally entitled to counsel.1
Charles saw that he was losing, and it is doubtful to what new steps he would have been driven to save his friend had not interruption come from a most unexpected quarter. A deputation from the Commons had arrived at the Upper House with their carefully prepared charges against Buckingham, and requested that a conference should meet immediately and proceed with the impeachment. So the smaller trial was automatically stopped for the greater, and Parliament proceeded to the impeachment of the Duke of Buckingham.
On the afternoon of May 8th, a committee of eight selected members of the House of Commons, each with two assistants, presented themselves before the Lords to prefer their charges. Contrary to the usual custom, Buckingham took up his habitual place amongst the Peers, sitting directly opposite his accusers, and showing his contempt for their attack by laughing contemptuously in their faces during the whole proceedings. Glanville delivered the opening speech, in highly fanciful metaphor, comparing the Parliament to the Universe, the Upper House to the Stars, the Commons to the Lower World, the King to the Sun: the stars, he declared, received light from the sun, the House of Commons from them: but alas, the firmament was become dim and the stars sent but little light, by reason of a great blazing comet, which kept the light of the sun from them. It was not difficult to guess the identity of the comet, and the Duke, apparently, displayed such open derision at this effusion that Glanville was obliged to halt in his further reading of the charge to expostulate with him: eMy Lord,
1 ELSING'S Notes of Debates in the House of Lords (1624-26), pp. 176-85.
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